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Purpose of LNRS

ÅNew statutory system of spatial strategies for 

natureõs recovery

ÅHelp reverse an ongoing decline of nature 
and biodiversity in England. 

ÅProvides a clear, place -based plan for 
restoring and protecting nature in a way that 
supports both people and the environment

ÅTarget resources effectively

Lawton review 2010. òWe need to make our network of sites 

bigger, better, and more joined up.ó





What will the LNRS do (and not do)?



ÅSet local priorities  ð deciding together which 

actions will make the biggest difference, whether 

thatõs planting trees, restoring wetlands, creating 

wildflower areas, or improving rivers.

ÅMap important places for nature  ð showing which 

habitats and species are most valuable locally, and 

where there are opportunities to restore or connect 

them.

ÅGuide funding and projects  ð helping farmers, 

landowners, councils, and community groups access 

support and investment for nature -friendly work.

What will  the LNRS do?  (1/2)



ÅJoin up efforts  ð creating a more connected 

ònature recovery network,ó so wildlife can move 

more freely between habitats.

ÅSupport people and place  ð making green spaces 

healthier, safer, and more enjoyable, while reducing 

flooding, cleaning the air, and supporting wellbeing.

ÅShape development  ð ensuring new housing and 

infrastructure projects contribute positively to local 

nature rather than harm it.

 In short, an LNRS turns the big idea of òrestoring natureó into a clear, 

practical roadmap for action in your community, for your landscapes, and 

for future generations .

What will  the LNRS do?  (2/2)



An LNRS does not:

 Create new legal designations or protections 

 Impose duties directly on landowners or developers 

ς it guides rather than compels.

 Automatically secure funding ς it can influence 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƻΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ 

investment by itself.

 Replace existing planning or environmental policies 

ς it is meant to complement local plans, BNG 

requirements, and protected site management.

 Dictate land management ς landowners are not 

forced to manage land in a certain way, though the 

strategy can encourage voluntary action.



A Local Nature Recovery Strategy  matters for communities 

because it:

Å Protects local identity and beauty

Each place has its own woods, rivers, parks, and landscapes 

that make it special. An LNRS helps keep those unique features 

healthy for future generations.

Å Improves everyday life

Cleaner rivers, more trees, and richer green spaces mean 

better air quality, less flooding, and places to walk, play, and 

relax.

Å Supports health and wellbeing

Access to nature is proven to reduce stress, boost mental 

health, and encourage active lifestyles.



A Local Nature Recovery Strategy  matters for communities 

because it:

Å Brings people together

LNRSs encourage collaboration ñ neighbours, schools, farmers, local 

groups ñ all working on shared projects like planting, restoring 

habitats, or managing community greenspaces.

Å Strengthens local economy

A healthy environment attracts visitors, supports farming and food 

production, and makes the area more attractive to live and work in.

Å Gives communities a say

Instead of decisions being made far away, LNRSs make sure local 

voices help shape how nature is cared for in their area.



What is in the Somerset LNRS?



What forms the SomersetLNRS?

The LNRS is formed of two parts:

ÅThe Statement of Biodiversity Priorities
ÅThe Local Habitat Map

The habitats, priorities, and potential 
measures in the document identify what we 
want to do.

The potential measures are then presented 
on the map, showing where these would 
deliver the greatest benefit.



Statement of Biodiversity Priorities

ÅIdentifies and describes the key habitats 
and species within Somerset.

ÅIdentifies the pressures and threats to 
nature in Somerset.

ÅIdentifies opportunities for nature 
recovery and the wider benefits from 
these.

ÅIdentifies óprioritiesôandópotential

measuresôfor nature recovery, taking 
into account wider benefits and nature-
based solutions.

The priorities are what we see as 

being the most important things to 
achieve in order to deliver nature 
recovery.

The measures are the actions that 
if taken, would help to deliver the 
priorities of the LNRS



Species

ÅMost species will markedly benefit from the LNRS 
in general

ÅMeasures for species recovery are embedded 
within the relevant habitat sections of the 
Statement of Biodiversity Priorities

Å136 priority species  identified from a long list of 
396 species assessed as rare, threatened or 
significant within the county. 

ÅFrom this, 15 individual species and 8 species 
assemblages were identified that require 
bespoke actions



Local Habitat  and Opportunity Map

ÅCreated from national and local datasets.

ÅMap a baseline of our important habitats 

across the LNRS area i.e. irreplaceable 

habitats and designated sites - Areas  of 

Particular  Importance  for Biodiversity :

ÅIdentify and map areas where we need to 

restore and create new habitats to create a 

joined up sustainable network for nature - 

Areas  that  Could  Become  of Particular  

Importance










