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Purposeof LNRS

A New statutory system of spatial strategies for
natureos recovery

A Help reverse an ongoing decline of nature
and biodiversity in England.

A Provides a clear, place -based plan for
restoring and protecting nature in a way that
supports both people and the environment

A Target resources effectively




PRINCIPLES UNDERPINNING A
LOCAL NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY
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What will the LNRS do (and not do)?
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What will the LNR&Jo? (1/2)

A set local priorities d deciding together which
actions will make the biggest difference, whether
t hat 0os planting trees, resto
wildflower areas, or improving rivers.

AMap important places for nature & &showing which
habitats and species are most valuable locally, and
where there are opportunities to restore or connect
them.

AGuide funding and projects Ef dhelping farmers,
landowners, councils, and community groups access
support and investment for nature -friendly work.




A Join up efforts & dcreating a more connected
onature recovery network,o
more freely between habitats.

ASupport people and place @ dmaking green spaces
healthier, safer, and more enjoyable, while reducing
flooding, cleaning the air, and supporting wellbeing.

AShape development €Y densuring new housing and
Infrastructure projects contribute positively to local
nature rather than harm it.

¢l n short, an LNRS turns the big I dea
practical roadmap for action in your community, for your landscapes, and
for future generations



¥ Create new legal designations or protections

¥ Impose duties directly on landowners or develope
C it guides rather than compels. sy

¥ Automatically secure funding it can influence
GKSNBE FTdzy RAy3d &aKz2dzZ R 32
Investment by itself.

X Replace existing planning or environmental policie
C It Is meant to complement local plans, BNG |
requirements, and protected site management.

¥ Dictate land managemen, landowners are not

strategy can encourage voluntary action.
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88 A Local Nature Recovery Strategy matters for communities
L because it:

AProtects local identity and beauty

Each place has its own woods, rivers, parks, and landscapes
L that make it special. An LNRS helps keep those unique features

® = healthy for future generations.

| AiImproves everyday life

# Cleaner rivers, more trees, and richer green spaces mean
better air quality, less flooding, and places to walk, play, and
relax.

SR ASupports health and wellbeing
B Access to nature is proven to reduce stress, boost mental
i health, and encourage active lifestyles.
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"= ALocal Nature Recovery Strategy matters for communities

e | because It:

' LNRSs encourage collaborationn neighbours, schools, farmers, local

8 groups i all working on shared projects like planting, restoring

habitats, or managing community greenspaces.

AStrengthens local economy
A healthy environment attracts visitors, supports farming and food
8 production, and makes the area more attractive to live and work In.

B AGives communities a say

; 7 Instead of decisions being made far away, LNRSs make sure local
& Voices help shape how nature is cared for in their area.
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What |s |n the Somerset LNRS?
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What forms the SomersetLNRS?

The LNRS is formed of two parts:

A The Statement of Biodiversity Priorities
A The Local Habitat Map

The habitats, priorities, and potential
measures in the document identify what we
want to do.

The potential measures are then presented
on the map, showing where these would
deliver the greatest benefit.




Aldentifies and describes the key habitats
and species within Somerset.

Aldentifies the pressures and threats to
nature in Somerset.

Aldentifies opportunities for nature
recovery and the wider benefits from
these.

Aldentifies6 pr i oandbé petsént i al
me a s u foensatdre recovery, taking
Into account wider benefits and nature-
based solutions.

A Vision for Somerset
Local Nature Recovery
Strategy

Statement of Biodiversity Priorities

The priorities are what we see as
being the most important things to
achieve in order to deliver nature
recovery.

The measures are the actions that
if taken, would help to deliver the
priorities of the LNRS



Species

AMost species will markedly benefit from the LNRS
In general

AMeasures for species recovery are embedded
within the relevant habitat sections of the
Statement of Biodiversity Priorities

A 136 priority species identified from a long list of
396 species assessed as rare, threatened or
significant within the county.

AFrom this, 15 individual species and 8 species
assemblages were identified that require
bespoke actions




Local Habitat and Opportunity Map

" Somerset LNRS - Local Habitat Map

A Created from national and local datasets.

A Map a baseline of our important habitats
across the LNRS area i.e. irreplaceable
habitats and designated sites - Areas of
Particular Importance for Biodiversity

A ldentify and map areas where we need to
restore and create new habitats to create a
joined up sustainable network for nature -
Areas that Could Become of Particular
Importance
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Working Together

Everyone has their part to play in helping nature to recover and
reverse the loss of biodiversity.

In this chapter, you'll discover ways to help nature recovery in
Somerset. It includes guidance tailored for various users on effectively
implementing the strategy, along with case studies that showcase
inspiring stories of nature recovery in action.



Chapter 5.4

Individuals, Community Groups and

Businesses

How to use this strategy

Individuals and community groups

Everyone can contribute to nature’s recovery.

As an individual or member of your community
take time to find out more about your local
greenspaces and the challenges to people and
nature in your area. Explore our Opportunity Maps
to see what nature recovery options might best
suit your area and read through our case studies
to see what inspires you.

Residents, schools, and local groups can use
LNRS to support applications for funding and
grants for tree planting, habitat restoration, or
nature-based activities. Communities can use
LNRS to advocate for nature-friendly development
in planning applications and ensure biodiversity
is considered in new housing or infrastructure
projects. It strengthens community campaigns

to protect vital wildlife corridors and greenbelt
land. It can inspire local schools and groups to
participate in wildlife monitoring (e.g. bird counts,
wildflower surveys) to track biodiversity changes
over time.

Speak to your local Councillor to ask them to
support your ideas. There is additional support
and funding available from a range of sources
and you can use our nature recovery principles to
shape the design of your project.

Businesses

Nature is ‘critical infrastructure' for the economy.
Nature loss presents systemic risks to businesses
and the financial system, from disrupted supply
chains to diminished economic growth. In
contrast, investing in nature recovery offers
significant opportunities in sustainability-linked
markets and nature-based solutions

Taking action on nature can deliver multiple
business benefits, but certainty and clarity are
needed to drive investment at scale. The LNRS
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can give businesses confidence on what actions
to take for nature recovery and nature-based
climate change adaptation and mitigation, where
and how.

The LNRS will play an important role in bringing
green investment into the county from national
and international funding sources, and creating
local opportunities for Somerset businesses to
achieve their environment and social governance
(ESG) objectives

For individuals, community groups and
businesses this Strategy can be used to:

« Explore our opportunity maps to identify what
opportunities there are in your community
for nature recovery. The maps are a starting
guide so use them to generate ideas.

e Assess your community spaces to understand
which opportunities will work best for your
land. Evaluate what opportunities you have
and if you need any more information or
permissions to deliver for nature recovery

+ Decide what projects you want to pursue and
explore funding opportunities such as the
Climate and Nature Fund. Think about what
you need to deliver your project or actions and
align your priorities with the right funding.

« Develop an action plan for nature recovery,
think about what works for your community
and what's feasible to deliver. Take guidance
from our nature recovery principles and
consider the short and long-term, and how you
could monitor positive impacts

¢ Help set up or join an existing local
community nature recovery group, friends of
or voluntary group working to manage local
greenspaces for the benefit of both wildlife
and people.

« Align business operations with nature recovery
priorities where possible.







